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Submitted By: Steve Carson II

    As part of my term as Most Loyal Gander I am invited to 
attend the Grand Nest Convention as a delegate for the 
Michigan Pond.  This would be my first convention in my 
16 years of membership in the Blue Goose.  This year’s 
convention was held in Edmonton, Alberta, Canada by the 
Edmonton Pond of the Canadian region.  

    As never attending a Grand Nest convention I had many 
questions as to what to expect.  The convention opened 
with a golf outing at The Ranch followed by the welcome 
party.  It is a tradition at the welcome party to trade pins 
from the other ponds.  The first full day of the convention 
begins with an opening ceremony including a color 
guard, bagpipes and the American and Canadian national 
anthems followed by a memorial service for Ganders that 
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Upcoming Events

2018/2019 Pond Officers

Detroit Puddle
Meets the second Wednesday of the month at 6 p.m.
Meeting locations vary each month.

Loyal Gander • Shondell Granger...............................734-545-3432
Supervisor of the Flock • Michelle Kresnak.............517-518-4625
Custodian of the Goslings • Tonya Edmunds..........734-656-0090
Wielder of the Goose Quill • Steve Carson II...........313-304-5665

Grand Rapids Puddle
Meets at different locations on different dates.
Contact PWGQ Dick Chenard for meeting details.

Loyal Gander • Karla Libolt............................................888-248-3148
Supervisor of the Flock • Joe Fitzgerald...................616-540-5006
Custodian of the Goslings • Jim Sluiter.....................616-942-5009
PWGQ• Dick Chenard......................................................616-676-1960
PKGGE • Joe Lothschutz.................................................616-575-1122

Lansing Puddle
Meets every third Wednesday at Leo’s Lodge
on Jolly Road in Lansing.

Loyal Gander • Sharon Young.......................................517-769-6193
Supervisor of the Flock • Joe Fitzgerald...................616-540-5006
Custodian of the Goslings • OPEN
Wielder of the Goose Quill • Denie Perkola.............248-416-4192
PKGGE • Steve Spalding.................................................517-337-1771

Northern Puddle
Meets the first Wednesday of each month, meetings alternate
between BJ’s Restaurant in Gaylord and different restaurants 
in Traverse City. Contact an officer to confirm the meeting 
location.

Loyal Gander • Mike Jenkinson....................................989-426-3483
Supervisor of the Flock • OPEN
Wielder of the Goose Quill • OPEN
PKGGE • Jennifer Boughner..........................................989-705-1732

Most Loyal Gander • Steve Carson II......................... 313-304-5665
Supervisor of the Flock • Connie Haddad............... 734-787-5922
Custodian of the Goslings • Russ Wendt................. 616-893-3445
Guardian of the Pond •Sharon Young...................... 517-769-6193
Permanent Wielder • Dick Chenard........................... 616-676-1960

Permanent Keeper • Joe Lothschutz..........................616-575-1122
Past Most Loyal Gander • Shanna Bryant.................517-699-4551
Past Most Loyal Grand Gander • Joe Coccia............734-604-4883
Past Most Loyal Grand Gander • John Zeldam.......256-638-1105

The Blue Goose MICHIGANDER, published quarterly, is mailed to over 300 members.
Send an e-mail or correspondence for articles, to: Traci Barbier: tracib8795@comcast.net
Send e-mail for address or employment changes to: Dick Chenard: biggoose@earthlink.net
Get the MICHIGANDER on the web: www.bluegoosemichiganpond.com

Hope to see you soon!
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Future Conventions, cont'd

for our donations and time volunteered by our Ganders.  
The meeting then turned to nominating the current and 
new Grand Nest officers.  Once the vote was finished Kim 
Bilbrey was given the Most Loyal Grand Gander charge by 
our own Past Most Loyal Grand Gander, Joe Coccia.  The 
convention concluded with the Grand Banquet.  This is a 
black‐tie, dinner, entertainment and dancing event.  The 
entertainment, which included music and comedy, was very 
entertaining.   

    In conclusion, I found the convention a very good time 
meeting several of the Members from the various Ponds 
across Canada and the US who are all part of the Insurance 
Industry. I plan on attending the next convention in July 
of 2019. Networking with people in the same line of 
business and interest in the Blue Goose was enjoyable and 
informative.  The convention held events for spouses and 
children as well.  I would like to ask every Gander to consider 
joining me and your fellow Members and attend the 2019 
convention in Indianapolis, Indiana. 

Tote Fare, 
Steve Carson II
2018‐2019 Most Loyal Gander
Michigan Pond

have taken their final fight over the past year.  The 
memorial service included a reading of the Ponds 
along with the names of the departed Ganders.  

    The convention continued with the “Model 
Initiation” performed by the British Columbia Pond.  
As the talk of the town in Edmonton was how 
“they were getting pot” in October, the initiation 
theme was a group of Canadian Millennial Stoners.  
Canada is legalizing marijuana in October, all of 
the Canadians seemed very proud of their new 
legislation.  In place of Ganders, they were “dudes” 
and in place of the goose honk was the sound of a 
water bong bubbling.  The initiation was funny and 
well received.  

    The Regional meeting were held following the traditional 
All Industry Luncheon.  The Michigan Pond being a member 
of the Central Region participated in the discussions related 
to dues with some Ponds paying their dues to the Central 
Region and the Grand Nest followed by reports of the Ponds 
in attendance.  Dave Beger gave the “Rush for Gosling’s” 
report, this is our efforted to increase membership.  The 
meeting continued with discussing increasing the amount 
of dues the Ponds pay to the Central Region to assist in 
convention fundraising.

The evening's “family dinner” was a Ukrainian themed event 
at the Ukrainian Youth Centre.  It is my understanding that 
the family night is always themed by a culture present in the 
city of the conference.  The entertainment was traditional 
dance performed by some of the younger members of the 
Centre.  There was a hospitality room open back at the hotel 
following the dinner.  

    The final day started with presentation on the 2019 
Convention in Indianapolis sponsored by the Dayton 
Pond. The Grand Nest meeting followed starting with a 
roll call of the attending delegates.  Dick Chenard, our 
Ponds Permanent Wielder of the Goose Quill, and myself 
attended the meeting as delegates.  Since there were 
no constitutional matters on the agenda, the meeting 
continued with plenty of “back and forth” French‐Canadian 
barbs directed to the Ganders from the Quebec Pond. It was 
all in good fun and extremely entertaining!  

    The awards presentation followed lunch.  Our 
aforementioned Permanent Wielder of the Goose Quill, 
Dick Chenard was presented the Gander of The Year award 
for the Central Region.  The Michigan Pond was honored 
with the prestigious Gordon F. Crowther Charity Award 
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The Grand Nest Officers for 2018-2019. Seated L to 
R Lorena Kohlruss, Judge Advocate; Wendy Knizet, 

Grand Guardian; Kim Bilbrey, Most Loyal Grand 
Gander; Linda Meik, Grand Keeper. Standing L to R 

Michael Smith, Grand Custodian; John Bishop, Grand 
Historian; Dan Rich, Grand Supervisor and Terry Malo-

ney Grand Wielder,

Members of the Michigan Pond accepting the 2018  “Gordon 
Crowther Charity” Award from Dan Rich, incoming Grand Supervi-

sor from the Hartford Pond.

Michigan Delegation to the Grand Nest Convention in Edmonton. 
L to R Michael Topa, Vicki Topa, Fred Fernandez, Steve Carson, Courtney Coccia, Joe Coccia, Joe Lothschutz, Lois Lothschutz, 

Dick Chenard and Dave Beger. 
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  Document 
     Restoration
After Fire & Water Disasters

888-217-3418
DocumentFreezeDrying.com

866-CALL-ERS  |  www.ers-us.com

Residential 
Electronics Recovery

Data
Recovery

Factory
Rebuild

Commercial 
Electronics Recovery

The Industry Leader in Electronics Restoration

ELECTRONIC RESTORATION SERVICES (ERS) 
provides turn-key solutions for businesses and homeowners 

whose property has sustained damage due to fires, 
floods, and other emergency situations. 

Art Restoration
After Fire & Water Disasters

800-227-0796
ArtRecoveryTech.com

Advertising Space
Available!

Contact Traci Barbier for details. 
313-779-7191

tracib8795@comcast.net



www.asugroup.com 800-968-0278

Field Adjusting
Catastrophe Adjusting

Risk Management
Medical Bill Review

Loss Control
IT Solutions

Certi�cate of Insurance Tracking

Customized Claim Solutions
Since 1952
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YEAGER, DAVISON & DAY, P.C.
Attorneys and Counselors

www.ydd-law.com

4690 East Fulton Street, Suite 102
Ada, Michigan 49301-8403

Phone:  (616) 949-6252
Fax:  (616) 949-0311

Specializing in all aspects of Insurance Law including:

• First and Third Party Defense-Property & Casualty
• No-Fault
• Subrogation
• Coverage Evaluation & Litigation

Contact:
Phillip K. Yeager pky@ydd-law.com
Meigs M. Day mmd@ydd-law.com
Reneé L. Malkowski rlm@ydd-law.com

YEAGER, DAVISON & DAY, P.C.
Attorneys and Counselors

www.ydd-law.com

4690 East Fulton Street, Suite 102
Ada, Michigan 49301-8403

Phone:  (616) 949-6252
Fax:  (616) 949-0311

Specializing in all aspects of Insurance Law including:

• First and Third Party Defense-Property & Casualty
• No-Fault
• Subrogation
• Coverage Evaluation & Litigation

Contact:
Phillip K. Yeager pky@ydd-law.com
Meigs M. Day mmd@ydd-law.com
Reneé L. Malkowski rlm@ydd-law.com

Gander Takes Final Flight
Submitted By: Traci Barbier‐Editor

Michael Austin Murphy
Apr 2, 1956- Jun 10, 2018

Michael Austin Murphy of Wolverine Lake 
was born April 2, 1956 in Wyondotte, 
Michigan to Thomas A. and Eleanor Bernice 
(nee: Lydon) Murphy. He died June 10, 2018 
at the age of 62. Mr. Murphy is the beloved 
husband of 41 years to Stephenie (nee: 
Hojnacki) Murphy. Loving father of Mary 
(Booker) (Kevin) Sutton, Jenny Murphy 
(Rhines) and Michael (Rebecca) Murphy. 
Grandfather of Cody, Casey, Brandon, 
Michael, Jack and Nolan. Dear brother of 
Thomas (Eva) Murphy, Daniel (Jane Coe) 
Murphy, Mary Murphy and the late Patrick 

Murphy. Also survived by numerous 
nieces, nephews, extended family 
members and friends. Mr. Murphy was as 
Lincoln Park High School Graduate and 
was self employed as a fire and weather 
restoration contractor. He was a noted 
dog hater / lover and was known for his 
quote, “Dogs, who needs ‘em.”
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Be the world that you want to see.
- Author Unknown

Thought for the Day . . . 
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Michigander
named “Gander of the Year”

Submitted By: Joe Coccia

    Our very own Dick Chenard has won the prestigious 
Central Region Gander of the Year Award presented at 
the recent Grand Nest Convention in Edmonton, Alberta, 
Canada. Presenting the award was Terry Maloney, Grand 
Wielder and Mark Robertson, Most Loyal Grand Gander from 
the Edmonton Pond. The application contained the below 
narrative for consideration of the Gander of the Year Award 
application that convinced the committee that Dick earned 
the right to be considered. Of course, every Member of the 
Michigan Pond already knew that Dick was most deserving. 

    “Should you want to look up The Michigan Pond in a 
dictionary you will see a smiling photo of Dick Chenard! 
He is our current Permanent Wielder and has had this job 
for 20 years. He is the glue that keeps our Pond and our 
Puddles together. Michigan is unique in that it is made up of 
four Puddles; Detroit, Lansing, Grand Rapids and Northern 
Michigan. Dick is the answer man for our Members. He is 
the person we go to when we have any questions about our 
history or the inner workings of Our Order. Dick is a member 
of the Grand Rapids Puddle. Dick also held the job as the 
editor of our award winning “Michigander” publication for 
over 15 years until he handed it over to the current editor.  He 

single handedly turned the publication into a profit center for 
our Michigan Pond by selling ads that not only underwrote 
the cost of the publication but made a nice profit that 
continues today. Dick joined the Blue Goose on October 27, 
1987. He is a Life member and will have 31 years in our Blue 
Goose organization on October 27, 2018. He has attended 23 
Grand Nest Conventions. Dick tirelessly volunteers his time 
for the local chapter of the Crohn’s & Colitis Foundation and 
was recognized by the Michigan chapter as their Volunteer of 
the Year for his contributions. Dick is a member of the White 
Cloud, Michigan Sewer Authority and Zoning Board where he 
and his wife Betty have a summer home. Dick also supports 
the various charities designated as recipients of our Pond and 
Puddle events. Dick along with Doug Osborn started Chenard 
and Osborn in 1984, a very successful Independent Adjusting 
Company based in Grand Rapids, MI. He retired in 2000 and 
will periodically accept an assignment or two when asked as 
long as it does not conflict with all his other activities. He has 
been married to Betty for 53 years and has two sons, Scott 
and Todd. Dick and Betty have six grandchildren. Dick is very 
deserving of the recognition of Central Region Gander of the 
Year.” 
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WALWORTH & NAYH, P.C. 
CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS 

                                 

Joseph M. Lothschutz, CPA, CFF 
Carla J. Kaschinske, CPA, CFF 
Nicholas T. Mouzourakis, CPA, CFE, CFF 
Andrew J. Svinicki, CPA, CFF 

Insurance Claims 
 Loss of Income/Extra Expense 
 No-Fault/Wage Loss 
 Inventory Losses 
 Insurance Values 
 Financial Condition/Motive for Arson 
 Accounts Receivable 
 Valuable Papers 
 Fidelity & Employee Dishonesty Losses 
 Appraisals – Appraiser & Umpire 

Property & Casualty Loss Analysis 
Litigation Support 

Litigation Support 
 Loss of Income 
  Loss of Wages and Benefits 
  Economic Damage Analysis 
  Business Valuation 
  Patent Infringement 
  Contractual Disputes 
  Shareholder Disputes

Robert J. Walworth, CPA, CFF 
Gary L. Nayh, CPA, CFF 
Gregory A. Wood, CPA, CFF 
Mark G. Stephanic, CPA, CFF 

Grand Rapids Office 
3033 Orchard Vista Dr. 

S.E., Ste. 306 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546 

(616) 575-1122 
(616) 575-1951 FAX 

Main Office 
17800 Newburgh Rd.,  

Ste. 101 
Livonia, Michigan 

48152 
(734) 464-8990 

(734) 464-1951 FAX 
 amoceri@walnay.com 

WWW.WALNAY.COM 

Traverse City Office 
880 Munson Avenue, 

Ste. E-1 
Traverse City, MI 49686 

(231) 947-8990 

Toledo Office 
5660 Southwyck Blvd., 

Ste. 200-Q 
Toledo, OH 43614 

(419) 867-8180 
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email: montgomerysons@ameritech.net
website: montgomeryandsons.com

24 Hour Emergency Service

235 BROWN ROAD
ORION MICHIGAN 48359

Phone (248) 391-4400
After Hours (248) 391-9295

FIRE RESTORATION CONTRACTORS

Since
1960

Since1960

P: (800) 547-1914

F: (248) 547-1842

xcelrestore.com

Emergency Restoration Services
Specializing in Insurance Repairs
Complete Contents Restoration

Smoke & Odor Removal
Emergency Water Extractions

Mold Remediation & Lead Abatement
Furniture Refinishing & Reupholstery

Ultrasonic Cleaning & Electronic Restoration
Art Restoration

Structural Drying

651 Livernois • Ferndale, MI 48220
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Serving Insurance Industry
for Over 50 Years!
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GREGORY AND MEYER, P.C.
Attorneys and Counselors at Law

First and Third Party Insurance Defense and Subrogation

304 E. Big Beaver Rd. Alan G. Gregory
Suite 520 Kurt D. Meyer
Troy MI  48083 Glen Howard Pickover
Phone: 248-689-3920 Michele A. Chapnick
Fax: 248-689-4560 Corinne F. Shoop
www.gregorylaw.com Judith M. Carson

Donald J. Parthum, Jr.
Catherine L. Coash

GREGORY AND MEYER, P.C.
Attorneys and Counselors at Law

First and Third Party Insurance Defense and Subrogation

304 E. Big Beaver Rd. Alan G. Gregory
Suite 520 Kurt D. Meyer
Troy MI  48083 Glen Howard Pickover
Phone: 248-689-3920 Michele A. Chapnick
Fax: 248-689-4560 Corinne F. Shoop
www.gregorylaw.com Judith M. Carson

Donald J. Parthum, Jr.
Catherine L. Coash
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www.printshopsaginaw.com
Visit us online and see how easy it is to work with us!

Online ordering, quotes, file transfer, and design ready business packages and more, where 
you pick a template fill in your information and then place your order, it’s that simple!

5645 STATE STREET SUITE B
SAGINAW, MICHIGAN 48603
PHONE 989-793-9427
FAX 989-793-0036
WWW.PRINTSHOPSAGINAW.COM



Steve Carson II
General Manager

1-888-799-1730
Cell: 313-304-5665
Fax: 866-799-1734

www.visionrestoration.com
SGC2@visionrestoration.com

5400 S. Beech Daly • Dearborn Hgts., MI 48125 
1349 S. Otsego Ave., Unit 4 • Gaylord, MI 49735

Residential &
Commercial
Insurance
Repair
• Fire
• Wind
• Water
• Vandalism

24-Hour
Emergency
Service

Contents Restoration • Insurance Claims

Mike O’Donnell
571 Gordon Industrial Court SW, Suite E • Byron Center, MI 49315
Tel: (616) 583-9700 • www.OdonnellBrosFurnitue.com
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CONSTRUCTION INC.

Insurance Repair Specialist
Fire - Wind - Water - 24 Hour Service

248-853-2800

James C. Klemanski, Esq.
KLEMANSKI & ASSOCIATES, P.C.

Emai l :  jck@kaalaw.net
P.O. Box 712	 Ph: (248) 798-7916
Brooklyn, MI 49230	 Fax: (248) 671-0882



 800.222.1868
 www.nederveld.com
 forensic@nederveld.com

• Hail
• Roofing
• Structural
• Fire & Explosion
• Mechanical
• Electrical 
• Product
• Storm Damage
• Water Intrusion 

    & Mold

...AND MUCH MORE!

FORENSIC ENGINEERING
FIRE INVESTIGATION

EXPERIENCE...THE DIFFERENCE .  
CALL US TODAY.
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Corporate Headquarters
8383 Craig Street, Suite 325
Indianapolis, IN 46250

Linda Smith
Regional Marketing Manager

Office: 888.391.8230
Direct: 313.806.3920  

linda.smith@syndicateclaims.com



Bill Rouston
Cell: 248-767-4207

BRouston@IncoreRestorationGroup.com
www.IncoreRestorationGroup.com

Toll Free: 866-685-0009
28287 Beck Road, Suite D1

Wixom, MI 48393
Fax: 248-491-1299

Disaster Response Contractors
Commercial and Residential Roofing Specialists
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CRDN of Michigan and 
Northwest Ohio

24-Hour Claim Assignment
800-963-CRDN (2736) | crdn.com

The national leader in insurance textile 
restoration, serving you locally...

On-site inventory
on every claim.

Immediate Needs
clothing returned in
as little as 24 hours.

84% cost savings when 
compared to replacement.

96% average
restoration
success
rate.
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GREGORY AND MEYER, P.C. 
Attorneys and Counselors at Law 

 
First and Third Party Insurance Defense and Subrogation 

 
 304 E. Big Beaver Rd.   Alan G. Gregory 
 Suite 520    Kurt D. Meyer 
 Troy  MI  48083   Glen Howard Pickover 
 Phone: 248-689-3920   Michele A. Chapnick 
 Fax: 248-689-4560   Corinne F. Shoop 
 www.gregorylaw.com   Paul J. Ellison 
      Sarah J. Brutman 
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WATER  /  FIRE /  MOLD  /  NATURAL DISASTERS

(888) 777-3731

www.recoverycleaners.com

The compassion you deserve;
the quality you trust.

24 7WE ARE OPEN
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Thank You
to all of our Advertisers

Please remember to Support our Supporters
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Honorable Order of the
BLUE GOOSE INTERNATIONAL

APPLICATION FROM MICHIGAN POND
 

PLEASE ENCLOSE A CHECK FOR $60.00 TO COVER THE INITIATION FEE AND DUES.
Make check payable to: MICHIGAN POND BLUE GOOSE. **Note: THIS AMOUNT IS NON-REFUNDABLE**

 
Everyone MUST complete the top 1/3 of this form and sign at the blue x below.

 

APPLICATION MUST INCLUDE INITIATION, REINSTATEMENT OR FLIGHT DATE: 
New Membership

 
Reinstatement MONTH DAY YEAR 
Flight
APPLICANT’S NAME DATE OF BIRTH

STREET ADDRESS

RESIDENTIAL PHONE NO. BUSINESS PHONE NO. CELL PHONE NO.

EMPLOYER & TITLE EMPLOYER’S NAME

CITY STATE OR PROVIDENCE ZIP CODE

E-MAIL ADDRESS

IF YOU HAVE EVER BEEN A POND OFFICER, COMPLETE THE FOLLOWING: POSITION HELD

YEAR HELD

HAVE YOU EVER BEEN A MEMBER OF ANOTHER POND? Yes or No IF YES, WHERE

 
 
FLIGHT TO MICHIGAN POND FROM POND AND HAS PAID DUES FOR THE FISCAL YEAR ENDING
NEW MEMBER VOUCHED FOR BY THREE GANDERS

 
 

1) 1)
PRINT SPONSOR’S NAME SPONSOR’S SIGNATURE

 
2) 2)

PRINT SPONSOR’S NAME SPONSOR’S SIGNATURE

 
3) 3)

PRINT SPONSOR’S NAME SPONSOR’S SIGNATURE

 
DATED APPROVED

 
X

APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE
 
 
 



Michigan Pond
HONORABLE ORDER OF THE

BLUE GOOSE INTERNATIONAL
Dick Chenard PLMG

Office of the Permanent Wielder
1135 Paradise Lake SE

Grand Rapids, MI 49546-3862
(616) 676-0402

Change Service Requested

Deliver to:


